[> A Different Light began with a picture and a
voice. The picture was Rembrandt’s ‘The Polish
Rider’, and the voice was that of a character: an
artist, I knew, and one of great talent who was
caught in a peculiar double bind. His name — I

learned later — was Jimson Alleca. When I first
started to write, in longhand, what I knew about
Timson, I knew only that he was an artist, that
he had cancer, and that he had once had a love
affair with someone named Russell. Oh, and I
knew that Russell’s hair was red.

The rest of the book grew slowly out of
four years of work. I wrote it three times
before it ever went to a publisher: once in long-
hand, twice on a typewriter. As a long time
science fiction reader, I rather liked the idea of
writing ‘space opera’, and so 4 Different Light
deliberately makes use of a number of that
genre’s clichés. I use a variation of hyperspace,
But in my future history hyperspace is a little
less convenient and a bit more malignant than
in classical space opera. Similarly, Russell
ONeill is the stereotypical swaggering starship
captain, but interiorly he is a much more com-
plex character than the standard member of
that set.
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Foreword and Notes by Christopher Tolkien
Brings together the paintings, drawings and designs

Taniguetil, or Mount Everwhite,
the highest of the mountains that
guarded Valinor, ‘upon whose
summit Manwe set his throne'. in
the foreground is one of the white
swan-ships of the Telerin Elves

Future history — the opportunity to project
the trends of the present onto the blank screen
of the future — is another lure for the science
fiction writer, and I confess I.have succumbed
to it. | found myself, in A Different Light,
creating a Federation, new planets, various kinds
of social systems, aliens, etc. Several of my
short stories and at least one more novel are set
in the ‘Living Worlds’. While doing the second
novel I even found it necessary to make a time-
line and hang it on the wall, so that 1 could be
sure to keep my future history consistent.

I would never claim, of course, that in my
writing 1 predict the future. But the ability to
challenge our preconceptions about the future
ig science fiction’s unique and valuable strength.
1 only hape that 4 Different Light provides as
much of that challenge to its readers as it did for
me while I was writing it.
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MAN PLUS
The Nebula Award winning novel by
FREDERIK POHL

by Tolkien which were published in a series of six
Calendars in 1973-9. It is an almost complete
record of Tolkien’s published pictures, and shows
Middle Earth as it really is, as conceived by its
creator. Detailed notes on each picture put them in
their context in The Hobbit, The Lord of the Rings
and The Silmarillion. The large colour reproduc-
tions and handsome binding with matching slipcase
make this a book to be loved and cherished by all
lovers of fantasy, as well as the perfect introduction
and companion to the most renowned fantasy
writer of them all. 12 x I1%in [ 104pp [ 65 illus,
48 in colour | deluxe slipcase

Member's price £11.25 — A saving of £3.75
Allen & Unwin £15.00

THE MYTHOLOGY OF =R
MIDDLE-EARTH . . . . 0 e the mythological

RUTH S NOEL roots of Tolkien’s great fantasy of Middle Earth,
making illuminating comparisons to legends with
which we are all familiar, and which have evelved

in different forms in every culture. Divided into

four parts, it covers Themes, such as Fate and the

Denial of Death; Places, such as Numenor and the

Undying Lands; Beings, such as Hobbits, Men and

Wizards; and Things, such as Dragons and Rings of
Power. An ideai cnmganion to reading Tolkien.

& x 5%4in | 198pp [ glossary [ biblio [ index

Member's price £3.40
Thames & Hudson £4.50

The survival of man on earth is threatened. The first
experiment af adapting a man to life on Mars turns
him into a frightful monster — but his human
feelings cannot be controlled. 275pp

Club Edition 65p

Publisher’s Edition £3.75

MIRACLE VISITORS

|AN WATSON

A beagtiful and provocative novel about the
unexpected and miraculous message the UFOs are
hringing from & remote star system — of a reality
beyond human knowledge in which people can
learn to participate, 239pp

Ciub Edition 65p
Publisher’s Editior: £4.95

XENO

D F JONES

The first Event, well documented and attested,
occurred in 1974, From then on Events came with
nightinarish frequency. Many tried to shut their
minds . .. until it was upon them, taking their
children and shattering their lives. 26 7pp

Cilub Edition £2.25

Publisher's Edition £5.95

THE STAINLESS STEEL RAT
WANTS YOU

HARRY HARRISON

A day without the Stainless Steel Ratis like @ day
without sunshine. And he had better be there — for
every concejvable alien race of horrendous creatures
is closing in anus.  /9/pp
Club Edition £1.70
Publisher’s Edition £5.95

who dwelt on the coast of Aman.
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FREDERIK POHL A MEMOIR

THE WAY THE FUTURE WAS

‘A long time ago ... fell in love with
writing science fiction. Through many
turpitudes and dalliances, I have stayed in
love ever since.” Compulsive reading by one
of our most talented writers.
8% x 5kin | 254pp
Member’s price £4.85

Gollancz £6.95 REF NO 6388

THE BOOK OF PHILIP JOSE FARMER

|, ROBOT

ISAAC ASIMOV

An Asimov classic. ‘To you, a tobot is a robot.
Gears and metal; electricity and positrons. Mind
and iron! Human-made! If necessary, human-
destroyed. But you haven’t worked with them,
so you don't know them, They're a cleaner,
better ‘It:)'ree,d than we arze.‘géi% x Skin [ 218pp
Member's price £295
Dobson £3.95 [REF NO 6300

FLUX and THE TIN ANGEL

Two complete novels in ane

I5a3¢ Asimgy
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or The Wares of Simple Simon’s Custard Pie and
Space Man
‘A hroad spectrum of my works. .. (with)

. space opera, parallel worlds, pocket
universes, psychological, sociological,
religious, horror, time travel, ESP, 'bio-
graphical’ and marxian.” 8 x 5in [ 239pp

Member's price £2.75
Elmfield.Press £4.95 |[REF NO 534Bl

RON GOULART ;
Jolson, of the Chameleon Corps, can disguise
himself as anything from Indian chief to
refrigerator.The Tin Angel is the bionic dog,
top-rated TV star of 1999, who never stays
out of the headlines long. 8% x 5%in [ 231pp

Miember's price £3.75 B
Millington £4.95 REF ND 8781 I




